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Safe  Water for a Thirsty World 

President‟s Letter 
To fix or not to fix … and if to fix, how do we best go about doing it? 

  We have all heard a variety of slogans about “fixing things” such as: “If it isn‟t broken, don‟t fix it”. Or, “Our mechanic is so 

good, if he can‟t fix it, it can‟t be fixed!”  But when we think about fixing something, we normally think about some sort of inani-

mate object that is broken, worn out, or otherwise needing repair. And in most cases, there is a compelling reason and urgency to 

get the repairs done … if our vehicle‟s brakes are worn out, they need to be fixed before they contribute to an accident or do fur-

ther damage.  Such an example is straight forward and obvious, if the brakes are shot, we need to just fix them. 

  We from the West, whether we are North Americans or Europeans, are known for our abilities to “fix” or “solve” problems 

quickly and efficiently. This presents a series of unique challenges to all of us who care about the needy of the world.  The causes 

of abject poverty can be so multifaceted. Often there are several intertwined reasons why many basic human needs are not being 

met, so it is hard to know where to start. In many cases there is the temptation to look at the discrepancies between needs and re-

sources and to just throw up one‟s hands and quit before even attempting to start.   

  A few years ago, I listened as an articulate National from another continent admonished those of us wishing to help in the devel-

oping world.  He said, “Don‟t come to „fix us‟; don‟t come to change anything … just come to learn, understand and encourage us 

… “.  And heads in the audience were bobbing up and down, agreeing, “Yeah, we shouldn‟t try to fix anything.” 

  When I heard it, I bristled a bit, because inside I was thinking, “Wait a minute; I can‟t fully accept that people trying to help the 

needy of the world are so caught up in their work that they view the people of the developing world as inanimate objects in need of 

being „fixed‟.” However, when one looks at the issues of lawlessness, lack of sanitation, unsafe water, impossible hygiene, HIV, 

hunger, disease, poverty, illiteracy, corruption, and crushing cultural traditions that lead to poverty, suffering and death, there is 

certainly a compelling urge to step up on a box and shout “STOP EVERYTHING! - nobody moves until we get some things 

straight - we‟ve got to FIX some things around here!”  

  We must be careful to maintain the distinction between fixing the problems, and inadvertently coming across as “fixing the per-

son”.  This is an area requiring Godly wisdom, discernment, and in some cases simply slowing down and waiting upon the Lord. 

We do not want to visit sites, projects, or installations; we visit people. We attempt to help people both physically, as well as spiri-

tually move in a direction toward life that is more abundant. The world may have well over 6 billion people on it, and that is an 

incomprehensibly big number, but each and every one of them is an individual, a unique and loved person in the eyes of his or her 

Creator. Yes, the challenges are often overwhelming and there always seems to be a significant imbalance between needs and re-

sources (as the stack of village water projects awaiting my attention on my desk reminds me) … but what matters is that we walk 

alongside people both here and there for whom Christ died and gave Himself freely so that whoever believes in Him will not per-

ish but have eternal life.  Because the only “fix” that truly works is the one on which New Life International was founded: “If any-

one is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away ; behold, all things have become new.  [2 Corinthians 5:17 – 

NKJV] 

       Blessings, 

 

       Duvon McGuire 

 



  Today the words of Jesus speak to us from Matthew 28:19-20 

when He said to His disciples, “Go ye therefore, and teach all 

nations…teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always even unto the 

end of the world.” Those with New Life International have a 

deep desire to obey His command. 

  In obedience to that call, a mission team of Terry Bivens-Fry, 

Tim Lorentzen, and Nancy Harper flew to Zambia in May. 

This made the eighth mission trip to Zambia for Terry and 

Nancy, and a first for Tim. The journey was not without prob-

lems, but God saw them through stormy weather that caused 

their flight to be rerouted for a 12-hour layover in Paris, and 

then to a safe landing in Livingston without their luggage. 

Thankfully they were met by New Life International Zambia 

Director, Lameck Siamalambo, and his wife Judith. They re-

trieved their luggage the next day and set forth trusting God for 

His guidance to accomplish much. 

  This was not a tourist trip, but one of purpose and work to be 

accomplished. The team was willing to endure primitive condi-

tions and hours of uncomfortable travel over dusty dirt roads 

filled with potholes to finally reach remote villages where poor, 

needy people anxiously awaited their help. 

  What a blessing it was to visit several communities, to meet 

the people, and hear testimonies of how God is using the water 

purifiers to change and save lives! Women‟s Clubs and Youth 

Groups are growing bigger and stronger. New Life Zambia 

staff member, Loveness Milambo, is teaching about HIV/ 

AIDS prevention and care giving, cooking, community garden-

ing, knitting, sewing, children‟s programs and Bible studies. 

The communities gave gifts to Terry, Nancy and Tim from the 

“fruits” of their labors. 
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The Thirsty of Zambia Project 

   

  New Life International Zambia has been addressing the health 

needs for safe water and sanitation in both rural and urban commu-

nities in Zambia since 2002.  We have been providing affordable, 

sustainable, environmentally friendly, appropriate site-specific wa-

ter purification technology.  Along with water training, NLI Zam-

bia‟s staff also teaches about the “Living Water” of the gospel and 

works within the communities to promote spiritual and physical 

development.  These communities are showing visible fruit in better 

health and are working, planning and growing together spiritually. 

 

  The plan for 2009 is to grow “The Thirsty of Zambia Project” by 

developing up to 20 more model communities as our resources al-

low.   Would you prayerfully consider partnering with us?  We have 

a staff that would be happy to speak to your group concerning this 

project and how your group could become involved in one of these 

model communities. 

 

  For more specific information, pictures, or videos, visit 

www.waterfortheworld.com 

 

  Do you attend a United Methodist Church?  “The Thirsty of Zam-

bia” project is an approved Advance Special.  You may contribute 

to this project through your church by putting the New Life Interna-

tional Advance Special Code on your check:  3020505. 

  Tim was able to evaluate the condition of the old New Life 

International van and to decide it needed to be replaced. A four-

wheel drive vehicle was located and purchased so the New Life 

Zambia staff can move throughout communities during Zam-

bia‟s rainy season. Tim also got all the computers, printers, and 

Internet connection working properly in the New Life Zambia 

office in Choma. In addition he enjoyed sharing his testimony, 

singing and playing guitar with the people who love music. 

  Terry, along with New Life Zambia board members inter-

viewed and hired a well-qualified lady named Prisca Chongo for 

an Accounts Manager. A Zambian gentleman, Passwell, was 

hired as a Water Purification Coordinator. He has worked for the 

past three years with New Life water purifiers and the model 

communities. 

  Nancy worked in the chiefdom of Chikanta where God is 

working mightily through a partnership between Northside 

Christian Church, Pastor Patrick Chidyaka‟s church plant, Chief 

Chikanta, the local community, and New Life International 

Zambia.  The water purifier is benefiting 3 villages and two new 

church plants have formed. Nancy also laid the groundwork for 

the return of a short-term mission team in September. 

  The New Life International Zambia staff and the staff based in 

Indiana need prayer and guidance as they work to carry out the 

ministry of bringing safe water and the Living Water to a thirsty 

world. 

God is at Work in Zambia 

http://www.waterfortheworld.com


  On Saturday, April 18th, Mount Pisgah United Methodist 

Church, Johns Creek, GA, in partnership with the Johns Creek 

Chamber of Commerce, held the Second Annual Water for the 

World 5 & 10K Roadrace.  The race courses were laid out in the 

Johns Creek Technology Park with the State Farm Insurance 

Building as the starting and finishing point.  Over 800 runners 

participated in the 5K and 10K races with many more joining in 

the one mile Fun Run and the Tot Trot for small children.  The 

weather was nice with plenty of sunshine and mild morning 

temperatures.  Whole families participated together or as part of 

a school group or club.  The event included prizes, entertain-

ment, food and fun.  Race sponsors put up tents in which to dis-

play their products and services.  The third annual race will be 

held in April 2010. 

  Proceeds from the entry fees, race sponsorships and donations 

received on race day go to benefit all Mount Pisgah mission 

projects, but especially the Water Purification Ministry and its 

projects in Africa (Kenya and Nigeria) and elsewhere in the 

world. 
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  The partnership with my local Methodist Church and the Meth-

odist Church in Southern Mexico (Oaxaca district) began by a 

desire to serve the local Hispanic population in my Appalachian 

hometown in Northeastern Kentucky.  Four times a year, a week 

is spent visiting and ministering to families torn apart by poverty 

and the resulting immigration.   

  My church has known about New Life International from past 

purchases of the purifier when medical mission trips from 

my church would go to Peru.  We sought to work with Peruvian 

healthcare providers not just in distributing free medications and 

healthcare, but to work on the causes of illnesses, which are 

often due to impure water causing parasitic and amoebic ill-

nesses.  In working each week with Mexican immigrants, we 

have taught them about the use of this purifier and how this 

could improve the quality of life in their home villages.   

  My local pastor and I have taken the training to operate 

the purifier.  We have taken this training to the Methodist 

Church in Oaxaca for use in the poor rural missions they 

serve. There is a village in the Southern most region of Oaxaca 

where the purifier is in operation every day.  The children in the 

primary and secondary schools now have access to pure wa-

ter.  The sale of bottled water helps church workers to have re-

sources to do their mission work.  It is truly a wonder to witness 

a "tinaco" (Large black plastic tank that holds approximately a 

1000 gallons) being purified to produce 200 blue water bottles 

within minutes that are then taken throughout the community 

and to the local schools.   

  My local church's experiences with the purifier have helped 

promote a new model of mission ministry.  In partnering with 

the Methodist Church in its desire to spread the good news in 

distant missions we can work side by side in a relationship of 

communion. Bible passages take on profound meaning when we 

work together to improve life and health for others.  

  We recognize our need for Living Water as well.  The purifier 

has helped bring people of faith and hope together in new-

found friendships and partnerships on both sides of the border. 

 

Sonata Bohen 

Morehead United Methodist Church, Kentucky 

 

Water for the World 5 & 10K 
Roadrace 

God at Work in Oaxaca, Mexico 
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A Unique Way to Give 
We are greatly touched and appreciative of a young 

couple‟s decision to share the message of safe water 

at their wedding reception.  Instead of buying wed-

ding favors for their guests, they placed a lovely 

card at each place setting and the money saved was 

donated to the water ministry of New Life Interna-

tional. 

IN HONOR OF YOUR PRESENCE ON OUR 

WEDDING DAY, A DONATION HAS  

BEEN MADE TO: 

New Life International 

“Bringing Safe Water and the 

Living Water to a Thirsty World” 

 

THANK YOU FOR SHARING THIS 

SPECIAL MOMENT IN OUR LIVES 

 

Maria and Michael  

April 18, 2009  

“THIS IS WHAT THE LORD SAYS:  „THEY 

WILL FEED BESIDE THE ROADS AND FIND 

PASTURE ON EVERY BARREN HILL, THEY 

WILL NEITHER HUNGER NOR THIRST. 

NOR WILL THE DESERT HEAT OR THE 

SUN BEAT UPON THEM.  HE WHO HAS 

COMPASSION ON THEM WILL GUIDE 

THEM AND LEAD THEM BESIDE SPRINGS 

OF WATER.  SHOUT FOR JOY O HEAVENS; 

REJOICE O EARTH:  BURST INTO SONG O 

MOUNTAINS, FOR THE LORD COMFORTS  

HIS PEOPLE AND WILL HAVE 

COMPASSION ON HIS AFFLICTED ONES. 

ISAIAH 49:8A, 9B, 10 AND 13 

ñHo! Everyone that thirsts, come to the     

waters; and you who have no money, 

comeé. 

Isaiah 55:1a 

 



Eagle Scout Leadership Service Project 

   Working under the hot sun of June and July, Matt Purlee and 

other Boy Scouts from Troop 1 of Jeffersonville, Indiana have 

been clearing trees and brush to create a primitive camping site 

and two in-ground fire pits on the property.   Before they are 

finished they will build picnic tables, benches and make other 

improvements to the site. 

  We are excited to be able to offer guests to New Life Interna-

tional greater opportunities to enjoy the beauty of God‟s creation 

at our facilities.  Our deepest appreciation to Matt, and his dad 

Gary, for taking the lead on this project and to all of the Scouts 

who have made this project possible. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Here is my gift of $_______________ to help the ministry of New Life International here and around the world. 

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________________ State:__________________ Zip:_________________ 

Mail to: New Life International, Inc. 6764 S. Bloomington Trail, Underwood, IN 47177                                                       
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Brent Mode, Matt Purlee, and Jonathan Harlan 

Help Spread the Message of Safe Water for a Thirsty 

World. 

  Help us spread the word about bringing safe water to a thirsty 

world.                                                                                                              

Are you willing or interested in speaking to your Sunday School 

class, Vacation Bible School, local event or conference about safe 

water?  We can help.  We have powerpoint presentations, speak-

ing points and brochures as resources to equip you to speak confi-

dently about the need for safe water, the solution and the safe 

water ministry of New Life International.  Please contact us at 

812-752-7474 or at info@waterfortheworld.com for more infor-

mation.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

  This past June I had the privilege of being in North Dakota at 

the bedside of my 96-year-old mother, Grace Lorentzen, before 

she passed away.  In her last hours she shared her testimony 

with her grandchildren and great-grandchildren -- how she at 

the age of 16 had gone forward to the altar at Asbury Camp in 

Washburn, North Dakota and had committed her life to Christ.  

This personal experience became the foundation and guiding 

light of her entire life.  In my teens, she told me about her ex-

perience and said, “Yvonne, someday you will want to give 

your life to the Lord.”  Though I had been raised in a Christian 

home, it didn‟t make me a Christian until I too personally ac-

cepted Christ as my Savior.  After this commitment, my desire 

to love and serve Him grew.  Stepping out in faith, I felt God 

leading me to go to Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky.  

There I met Byron who also was a dedicated Christian who 

desired to serve God. 

  Over 50 years ago at Asbury, we heard a statement given at a 

missionary conference which I have never forgotten: “Anyone 

without Christ is a mission field and anyone with Christ is a 

missionary.”  That was my late husband Byron‟s and my vision 

when we married, served the Lord in New Mexico with the 

Navajo Indians, lived and worked among the people of Costa 

Rica and Ecuador, taught in public schools, and as we estab-

lished New Life International here in Indiana which reaches out 

to people locally and worldwide. 

  It is my prayer that each one of us will be used for God‟s 

glory wherever we are and whatever our profession.  We all are 

part of a great ministry for Him whether we are praying, giv-

ing, or going.  “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one 

of you is a part of it.” I Corinthians 12:27 NIV   

Together we are making a difference. 

“…… Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a 

memorial offering before God.” Acts 10:4 NIV 

 

A Message from Yvonne McGuire 

mailto:info@waterfortheworld.com


 

    

6764 S. Bloomington Trail 

Underwood, Indiana 47177 

812-752-7474 

info@WaterForTheWorld.com 

www.WaterForTheWorld.com 

Please visit our web site at www.WaterForTheWorld.com for more detailed news!!!! 

Safe  Water for a Thirsty World 

Why We Volunteer at New Life International 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George and Marilyn Brenner 

 
  We first went to New Life International with our Sunday 

school class in 2001.  We had a demonstration of the purifier, 

several hours in gluing parts and cutting tubing for purifiers, 

and a pitch-in lunch in the former picnic shelter with Byron 

McGuire conducting his standard invitation to visitors to share 

faith-stories.  We went home feeling full of inspiration and like 

we had done something significant. 

  For several years, our class returned every month or so to 

work, picnic, fellowship, and hear faith stories. 

  Now with our retirements, my husband and I look for ways to 

give back with volunteer work, and we enjoy a beautiful day at 

New Life International, where we find an interesting variety of 

jobs, along with those fascinating faith stories of other workers. 

  There are all kinds of volunteer opportunities, but choosing a 

Christian mission is especially satisfying: 

¶ Mission work is a way to give back, and possibly it will 

make a difference for the recipients. 

¶ Mission service makes us aware of God‟s people beyond 
our narrow lives: people in other cultures, persecuted people, 

desperately needy people.  It opens awareness of the amazing 

ways that God is working all over the world, using all kinds of 

things and technology, and employing multitudes of varied 

people.  The faith stories from all these encourage our faith. 

       Serving others is worship.  When God told Pharaoh to let 

His people go so that they could worship Him, it wasn‟t a ploy 

to sneak the Israelites away from Egypt!  God was calling them 

out of all their bondages, so that they could worship Him with 

their new lives, in total dependence on Him.  Similarly, He 

calls us to worship Him with lives of service, in glad depend-

ence on Him. 

Chaplain‟s Corner 

He went away a second time and prayed, ñMy Father, if it is not 

possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may Your 

will be done.ò  Matthew 26:42 NIV 

The question I must ask myself is;  “Have I surrendered all?”  As I 

look into the mirror of my soul, what reflections do I see – myself 

or Christ?  In the scriptures Paul said we look into that glass daily; 

it is not always clear, or visible. But we must look! What do you 

see?  One day we will see clearly.  Until then, we surrender all by 

faith and in the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Oh Lord! May others see Jesus in me! 

The old song by Judson W. DeVenter and Winfield Weeden has 

been sung in churches and revivals for over a hundred years.  And 

yet, I‟m not sure we respond to the message of the old hymn as we 

should. 

“All to Jesus I surrender, all to Him I freely give; I will ever love 

and trust Him, in His presence daily live.  Humbly at His feet I 

bow, worldly pleasures all forsaken. Take me Jesus, take me now. 

Make me, Savior, wholly Thine; Let me feel the Holy Spirit, Truly 

know that Thou art mine.  Fill me with Thy love and power; let 

Thy blessing fall on me.” 

Have I surrendered all? 

Many have, many are; many will. 

Jesus Loves You! 

John Lowry, Chaplain 

One who is learning daily to  

surrender 

 

Prayer Requests 

Doug Lark traveling with St. Luke‟s United Methodist Church and 

East 91st St. Christian Church to install water purifier systems in 

the Gweru area of Zimbabwe.  They will also be working on other 

water related projects including drilling wells. 


